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May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 
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2020 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2020 

V I  S  I     N  
Habakkuk 2:2. 
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1. Welcome/ Opening Prayer – President Gary Ludwig 

2. Executive Minister’s Report – Mary Miller 

3. 2019 Financial Report – John Page 

4. 2020 Nominations – Mary Miller 

5. Old Business: Financial Review motion from the 

Board of Directors 

6. Gary Ludwig 

7. New Business 

8. Benediction 
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OFFICERS 
 
 

Executive Minister: Rev. Dr . Mary Miller  
President: Rev. Gary Ludwig 

Vice President: Daryn Bunce Stylianopoulos 
Treasurer: Weimin Feng 

Clerk: Barbara Drauschke 
Immediate Past President: Annette Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Elected 
Rev. Atula Jamir ~ Lowell, Calvary Baptist 
Richard Lynch ~ Boston, Tremont Temple 
Jessica Merrill ~ South Hadley, Second Baptist 
Pearl Morrison ~ Boston, People’s Baptist 
Sheila McCravy Ghazarian ~ Bedford, First Baptist 
Rev. Kevin Porter ~ Lowell, First United Baptist Church 
Rev. Joshua Cahan ~ Boston, Ruggles Baptist 

Representatives Nominated by Ethnic Communities 
Hispanic Ministries Representative 
Rev. Jackson Oliveira ~ Portuguese Speaking Ministries 
 Representative 
Rev. David Lee ~ Asian Ministries Representative 
Rev. Jephtet Roseme ~ Haitian Ministries 
 Representative 
 

 
 

COMMISSION ON ORDAINED MINISTRY 
 

Ministerial Preparation Committee: Rev. Stephanie Salina, ~ Fir st Baptist Westwood 
Ministerial Standing Committee: Rev. Barbara Jean ~ Somerset, Somerset Baptist 

Watchcare: Rev. Ellen Tatreau ~ Jaimaica Plain, Fir st Baptist  
 
 

MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS 
 

Administration & Finance: Dexter  Bishop ~ Lynn, Fir st Baptist 
Mission & Stewardship: Kevin E. Por ter  ~ Lowell, Fir st United 

George Wright Fund Task Force:  
 
 

ASSOCIATION MODERATORS 
 

Adoniram Judson: Rev. Er ic Nelson 
Berkshire: Rev. David Anderson 

Boston South West: Rev. Howard McLendon 
Central: Rev. James Hinds/Rev. Valer ia Schmidt 

Merrimack Valley: Emily Leavitt 
Old Colony: Rev. Baffour  Nkrumah Appiah 

Samuel Stillman: Rev. Char les Hightower /Rev. Dr . Loretta Saint-Louis  
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And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 
 

In a “normal year,” this would be shared with you at our Annual Gathering in May, and 
would include summaries and thoughts about the year that has passed and the year to 
come. This is not a normal year. 
 

Let me begin by talking about 2019, before everything changed. 
 

To our “core staff” of TABCOM we welcomed Christine Keddy to a new role as        
Director of Missions. With other recent-years staff changes, we are experiencing an    
exciting new team energy in the TABCOM leadership. 
 

We also began a new partnership with Fresh Expressions, partly funded by a grant from 
the Boston Baptist Social Union. We began with a very engaging initial Fresh             
Expressions gathering; then 2020 happened. We are working with Fresh  Expressions as 
they too are “pivoting” to new avenues for equipping churches. Stay tuned! 
 

Another high point (pre-COVID) was our Church Leadership Day at Grotonwood in 
January, the first in many years. It was extraordinarily fruitful, with nearly 200 in       
attendance and very positive feedback. We had an outstanding MissionWorks event in 
2019. 
 

The TABCOM staff shared in an all-staff Berkshires weekend which included           
participating in the Catalyst Conference and several preaching engagements. Other  
training events included Mental Health First Aid, a Grant Writing Workshop, and our 
regular offerings of ABC Polity and Clergy Ethics. 
 

TABCOM sponsored Mission Teams to Puerto Rico in July 2019 and January 2020, and 
we look forward to continued partnerships with our brothers and sisters in PR. 
 

We continue to work with developing new leaders for the church of the future, and the 
last year has brought a number of exceptional folks into our TABCOM family. We have 
also seen a number of retirements and said goodbye to precious friends. 
 

I want to share these special thank-yous: 
 Gary Ludwig, our outgoing TABCOM president. 
 Wesley Roberts, completing an extensive term of service as our representative to the 

Board of General Minsitries, ABC/USA. 
 Atula Jamir and Jessica Merrill, rotating off the Board of Directors after three terms 

each. 
 Conley Hughes and Bruce Barton, rotating off the Commission on the Ministry after 

three terms each. 
 

Let me add my very special thanks for the ministry of Michael Harvey, who retired this 
year. We will miss you, friend, and pray for your health and strength. 
 

Then came March of 2020, when everything changed. COVID-19 has brought with it no 
small measure of grief and chaos, and we do not yet know how the story will end. 
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But God’s people have stepped up. 
 

How blessed I am to see our TABCOM churches pivoting to new methods for worship 
and  ministry in “these unprecedented times.” 
 

Likewise, your TABCOM staff has pivoted as events have been canceled, and much 
routine Regional work “went virtual.” 
 

In response to the pandemic, we have provided a number of virtual and written re-
sources. My projects have included “Coffee with Mary,” Re-opening Conversations,  
virtual clergy gatherings, meetings with ethnic caucuses, and numerous written updates, 
videos, etc. I produced two “guest sermon” videos; I wrote a COVID-related article, 
published by Christian Citizen. I have participated in weekly Zooms with Mass Council 
of Churches & Heads of Judicatories, and weekly Zooms with REMC (ABC Executive 
Ministers). COVID has brought us into a time of unprecedented collaboration. 
 

Marlene held workshops including Self-Care, Pain and Loss, and multiple events        
regarding Virtual Worship. John led multiple webinars on financial concerns and the 
CARES act process and provided individual assistance to churches in the PPP             
application process, and completed OUR PPP application. Christine held several 
Roundtables on Elder Ministry, as well as a virtual gathering for Mission Advocates. 
She also produced a video on Puerto Rico Mission Trip. Robyn handled a greatly       
increased workload in communication of events, resources, and press releases with the 
TABCOM family. 
 

Your TABCOM staff has been AMAZING and has been recognized both in      
Massachusetts and in the national ABC family for creative and pro-active ministry 

during these months! 
 

2020 has also been a “year of reckoning” in the US in the area of Racial Reconciliation. 
TABCOM staff produced a collaborative statement and invited participation in an online 
sharing project. We are looking ahead to opportunities for learning and action in the 
months to come. I am reminded of a meme that went around (unattributed): “Some are 
posting on social media, some are protesting in the streets, some are donating silently, 
some are educating themselves, some are having tough conversations with friends and 
family. A revolution has many lanes – be kind to yourself and to others who are        
traveling in the same direction.” 
 

So, whatever the next year brings, we plan to be in the midst of it, bringing our churches 
the very best in resources and support. We remember the words of the beloved hymn, 
Great is Thy Faithfulness: “Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not…” Even 
when we are feeling overwhelmed, God’s love for us is sure and strong, and the Holy 
Spirit is with us to enable us to faithful service. 
 

Serving Christ our Lord, 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Miller, Executive Minister 
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As I reflect on the ministry to support congregations, church leaders, and pastors 2019 
seems such a long time ago. Going into the summer of 2019 we anticipated several 
changes. The team of Association Resource Coordinators (ARCs) has wished the     
Reverend James Hinds and the Reverend Robert Smith well as they began their          
retirements, and we acknowledged the faithful work of the Reverend Charles Hightower 
with the Samuel Stillman Association as he followed God’s leading to focus his time 
and talents on pastoral ministry, full time employment in industry and family life. We 
welcomed to the Team the Reverend Doctor Loretta Saint-Louis, as the ARC of Samuel 
Stillman Association, and the Reverend Valeria Schmidt as the ARC of the Central    
Association. The Reverend Theresa Temple assumed full responsibility in Pioneer    
Valley where she had previously ministered along side the Reverend Robert Smith as a 
Co-Coordinator. 
 
Central Association, and Merrimack Valley Associations have joined Pioneer Valley 
Association in using an elected Leadership Team in place of elected officers and they 
are putting this new model to work in planning Association Meetings, Clergy Groups, 
and shepherding candidates from Pre-Ordination License/License to Preach status to that 
or being fully American Baptist recognized ordained clergy. As churches seek to discern 
the Spirit’s leading in their ministries Associations are also seeking to understand how 
best to support churches and pastors in that journey. Each of the Team Meetings of    
Association Coordinators seeks to combine a relevant continuing education emphasis, 
with prayer and discussion of current blessings and challenges in each of the eight      
Associations that make up TABCOM. 
 
The Search and Call Process has changed significantly with the transition of the     
American Baptist Personnel Services to the platform of MinistrElife. Learning the    
technology and the best practices of a new system has entailed a steep learning curve.  
This was made all the more challenging by MinistrElife essentially being in its roll out 
and debugging phase significantly longer than expected. ARCs and the Pastoral Search 
Committees with whom they have worked are to be commended for their persistence 
and patience in using the MinistrElife platform. As time has progressed the system has 
become more responsive, addressed important gaps, and our team is much more adept at 
using its capabilities to help churches in transition. 
 
Each ARC continues to pray for the congregations, and those serving in the Association 
where they serve. They have also been very generous in giving the best of their talents 
and skills serving in a position that was envisioned to be one day a week. Looking back 
on 2019 from here in 2020 has me filled with gratitude for the other seven ARCs with 
whom I serve, the associations, churches and clergy that make up TABCOM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
(The Rev.) Marlene Gil 
Associate Executive Minister for Church Relations 
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MABIT 2019 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
MABIT continues to fulfill its 1993 founding mission to provide an investment 
service for TABCOM church members and partners allowing them to pool        
investment funds. The pooling of funds allows for greater financial management 
and reduced management fees. MABIT offers three portfolios: equity, fixed      
income and equity dividend portfolios. Approximately 30 Massachusetts Baptist 
organizations invest via MABIT. 
 
MABIT uses Merrill Lynch’s Barcomb Group to provide professional fiduciary       
management services. The MABIT Board meets with the Barcomb Group         
advisors three times per year to review the overall portfolio and discuss market 
issues. Socially responsible screening of investments is performed for all           
accounts. Each investor has complete control over their account’s asset allocation 
and investment screening. Funds may be withdrawn automatically on a predefined 
schedule or any time funds are needed. 
 
2019 was a good year for the stock market and for MABIT. MABIT’s total 2019 
return was 21.5% with a closing balance of $5.9M. Fixed income funds yielded a 
9.3% return vs. the Barclay Index at 8.72%. Please note the portfolio’s balance 
consisted of 75%  equities and 25% fixed funds at the year’s close. The Board’s 
long time recommendation is a 60/40% mix. The Board also recommends an    
annual review of portfolio  balance and avoiding emotionally based trade          
decisions. 
 
The Board held several awareness activities in 2019. An informational session 
was provided at TABCOM’s The Annual Gathering and information regarding 
MABIT is now available on TABCOM’s website. 
 
The Board welcomed two new members in 2019; recently retired Rev Dr. Richard     
Haley and Rev Dr. John Page, TABCOM’s Director of Stewardship and Finance, 
joined the Board. 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board, 
David F. Lambert 

Board of Trustees 
 

David Lambert, Chair Bengt Hermanrud, Secretary Rev. Dr. Richard Haley Rev. John Page 
First United Baptist, Lowell Community Baptist, Medford West Acton Baptist, Acton    TABCOM 
lambert@mit.edu 
978.459.6959 Weimin Feng  Robert Williams 
 First Baptist, Wakefield  First Baptist, Acton 
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On an overall basis, the CORE operating budget ended in a negative territory. This was 
anticipated as the year of 2018 closed, and there was anticipation that two staff positions 
would be filled in 2019 which they were. The position of Director of Finance and   
Stewardship and the position of Director of Missions were respectfully filled by our   
Executive Minister. 
 
In addition we saw a significant dip in our U/ M and MMF on an annual basis in our  
region. However, the Property investment line (the draw from TABCOM Property     
investments) saw an increase by $21,000, from the budgeted 50,000, based on the 
growth of the fund. The fund continues to grow, and we anticipate that in 2020 this fund 
will grow, increasing the draw for TABCOM. In addition we also saw growth in FORM 
Core contributions, and we received a one time rebate from our insurance carrier for 
$25000. We also had a non-budgeted expense of $16,237.50 paid to Stolberg, Ebbeling 
and Blanchette for the initial portions of the Financial Review. Moving forward into 
2020, the ministry of Finance, along with A&F and the treasure of the BOD, look to 
strategically continue to balance our budget by making necessary adjustments to the 
CORE budget and increasing our Property Line Fund. We also look to find other       
revenue streams to help support the ministry of TABCOM in addition to the continued 
support of our churches. 
 

Accrual Basis Monday, September 7, 2020 09:04 AM GMT-04:00RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Our Cash remains pretty solid, as a result of the growth in cash held for others in the 
current liability accounts. Although there were some reductions in accounts receivables 
as well as accounts payables, our investments saw significant growth. Our invested 
funds overall saw significant increase in due to market performance. Our property fund 
is now around $1.2 million, and with the anticipated finalized sale of the Dedham     
property in 2020 this fund will exceed $2M. In light of other property transactions over 
the next few years, it is possible that this resource may exceed $3M, allowing a managed 
draw to help fund TABCOM ministries. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accrual Basis Monday, September 7, 2020 09:32 AM GMT-04:00 



2019 ANNUAL REPORT               12

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF MASSACHUSETTS  
MAIL 189 Prescott Street, Groton, MA 01450 PHONE 978-448-1445 FAX 978-448-0025 EMAIL tabcom@tabcom.org URL www.tabcom.org12 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 ANNUAL REPORT               13

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF MASSACHUSETTS  
MAIL 189 Prescott Street, Groton, MA 01450 PHONE 978-448-1445 FAX 978-448-0025 EMAIL tabcom@tabcom.org URL www.tabcom.org13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 ANNUAL REPORT               14

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF MASSACHUSETTS  
MAIL 189 Prescott Street, Groton, MA 01450 PHONE 978-448-1445 FAX 978-448-0025 EMAIL tabcom@tabcom.org URL www.tabcom.org14 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



2019 ANNUAL REPORT               15

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF MASSACHUSETTS  
MAIL 189 Prescott Street, Groton, MA 01450 PHONE 978-448-1445 FAX 978-448-0025 EMAIL tabcom@tabcom.org URL www.tabcom.org15 



2019 ANNUAL REPORT               16

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF MASSACHUSETTS  
MAIL 189 Prescott Street, Groton, MA 01450 PHONE 978-448-1445 FAX 978-448-0025 EMAIL tabcom@tabcom.org URL www.tabcom.org16 

A MESSAGE FROM BREEZE EVERITT, 
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS & PASTORAL CARE 
 
Grotonwood Friends! I could not be writing this at a more exciting time in the life of 
camp. God has been ludicrously faithful to the mission and vision of camp this year. He 
has grown our enrollment, he has grown our facilities and has grown our team. As an 
invested party in the life of this camping ministry, it's a beautiful thing to behold. I write 
these words not to be crass, I’m aware that Grotonwood enjoyed its heyday many, many 
years ago but, to see the phoenix slowly rising from the ashes makes me incredibly    
excited for the future. 
 
Our adults with disabilities program has been on a slow decline over the past decade 
with campers aging out and not being replaced. However, this summer we experienced 
wonderful growth with over forty new-to-camp participants. Launching a young adult 
session for individuals aged 18-35 and a specialized week with a ratio of 1:1 for those 
requiring complete care has opened up the opportunity to meet the spiritual and         
recreational needs of even more folks of all abilities and ages. 
 
In the fall we had 43 campers register for Fall Vacation, which is a weekend retreat for 
adults of all disabilities. Five of those campers were new to camp and they are excited to 
return in the summer of 2020. We enjoyed a whole host of activities including pumpkin 
carving, leaf-peeping hayrides, archery, campfire worship and a trick or treat scavenger 
hunt. 
 
On our youth front, things have been busy. In the summer we were thrilled to partner 
once again with Make A Change Inc., a non profit who works with DCF to get kids in 
foster care to camp. Royal Family Kids hosted kids in foster care at Grotonwood,      
running their own camp within a camp. And lastly, Project New Hope Military Kids 
Camp. We had a staggering 140 children from families of Active Duty personnel,     
Veterans, National Guard and Reserve. A new partnership was formed with the Epilepsy 
Foundation of New England and we were blessed to provide a Family Camp weekend 
and weeklong session for youth with epilepsy. Our staff worked closely with the group 
to ensure that through varying levels of seizure activity, the kids could enjoy all that 
camp had to offer, this included daily swim, rock-climbing, Superman Swing and     
Segways to name a few! 
 
Looking forward... we are hopeful for the continued growth of the camp. We continue to 
invest heavily in church and community engagement having recently appointed a     
Special Projects and Community Engagement Coordinator who will work with our 
TABCOM network of churches and the general public to get kids and adults of all    
abilities to camp. I hope you will join me in wishing Julia Repaal (daughter of Alums 
Steve and Diane Repaal) success in this new season. If you old like her to visit your 
church or youth group, reach out to the Camp office to set up a date. 
 
Please pray for... Elevate, our mid-week retreat during winter-break for youth in grades 
6-11. This is going to be an impactful time allowing us to minister to the next           
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generation. Please uphold the event in your prayers, that it is well received, enrolled to 
complete capacity and that the kids be set aflame for the Lord. 
 
STAFFING UPDATE 
 
After considerable changes made in 2018 to the Grotonwood staffing structure we      
decided to make minimal changes for 2019. However, we did add the role of Youth 
Leader and Camp Liaison to our structure. The intention is to help strengthen our youth 
camping program, which has been our slowest area of growth (see financial tables on 
page 17) and increase our connections with TABCOM churches. Julia Repaal, after   
returning from a year long mission trip around the world, who has a deep rooted       
connection to camp and our existing youth campers has been hired to fill this role. 
 
PROGRAM / SUMMER CAMP UPDATE 
 
 Chapel, message time and vespers followed the same program arrangement as 2018, 

which proved to be very successful - Chapel on a large scale with Day Camp, Adult 
Campers and Youth Campers all together and then each camp group separating for 
appropriate individualized message and vesper time. The theme for 2019 Summer 
Camp was Universal - On a Mission from God. We went on a mission to the further 
reaches of outer space! We explored God’s infinite greatness and discussed the  
smallest to His biggest creation! 

 We introduced an overnight camp specifically for Adults aged 18-30’s, which was 
fully booked. This camp enabled some of higher functioning adults to take two trips 
to Six Flags and enjoy some of the activities, which not all of our adult campers 
could appreciate, such as Segways and the Superman Swing! 

 Our military kids camp, was fully booked (140 youth) and had a waiting list. 
 45 new to camp adult campers attended camp in 2019, changing a 10 year trend of 

decline. 
 We exhibited at The Abilities Expo at the Boston Convention Center. This was a 

three day event for people with disabilities. We gave out over 750 information packs 
to potential campers. 

 Baptism Sunday. Four people, including staff members were baptized in the lake at 
camp during the summer. 

 New for 2019 Purple Epilepsy Camp saw 32 children with epilepsy attend a week at 
camp. 

 Make a Change Summer camp. 22 children in foster care attended summer camp. 
 We added Family Camp - a weekend for families to attend with their children. Five 

families spent the weekend at camp 
 New program enrichment for 2019 included - Enchanted Animals petting zoo, Drums 

Alive and Ukulele J Sing along concerts. 
 Our Youth retreat was moved from December to February 2020 to suit school        

vacations and renamed “Elevate”. 
 Christmas at Grotonwood was unfortunately cancelled due to an ironic abundance of 

snow. The conditions where unsafe and our parking was not accessible. 
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RETREATS UPDATE 
 
 Jorge officially took on the role as Retreats Coordinator after the first quarter of 

2019. With no additional advertising, just word of mouth our retreat bookings have 
grown exponentially. Part of the success is the consistency Jorge provides. He is the 
main contact for all our retreats. He personally manages every stage from the initial 
enquiry/tour right up until when the group leaves camp. He is also the weekend host, 
this ensures all contact is consistent and requests are handled efficiently. 

 
OTHER UPDATE 
 
 The Loan Management Account debt was cleared ($90,000 balance). This was     

borrowed originally to renovated Blanchard Hall 5 years ago, but the debt was     
outstanding. 

 A John Deere Track Loader was purchased. 
 2 new 12ft x 12ft cedar bandstands were installed at the Country Store. 
 All beds and mattresses where replaced in the Judson cabins using bed bug proof 

metals frames and memory foam. 
 A new speedboat was purchased enabling us to tow “Big Mable” an armchair ride 

that enables our adult campers to experience tubing in a safe, but fun way. 
 New curtains and privacy glass installed in all the Going Cabins. 
 All new curtains and bedroom furniture in the Directors House. 
 Work begun on clearing the invasive bamboo species at camp. 
 FORM raised the money to purchase two mobility buses, which have already been 

put to good use. 
 
Our mission at Grotonwood is to see “Lives transformed and hearts renewed”. In 2019 
Over 5,000 people experienced a place away from the busyness of school, work and 
home. Away from the distractions of TV, internet and phone they worshipped together, 
grow closer to Christ and took time for renewal and growth in our awe inspiring and 
peaceful outdoor setting. This is only possible through the support of our staff,           
volunteers, donors and our TABCOM churches. 
 
Thank you. 
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NEBC/Oceanwood endured financial challenges in 2019, but qualitatively experienced 
so many successes. It became evident through feedback and retention rates of retreat 
groups and participants in our summer camp ministry, that facility improvements were a 
priority as well as outreach, advocacy, and marketing. We responded directly by         
beginning thorough renovation projects and contracting with a marketing firm, both of 
which were rendering positive results as displayed by an increase in enrollment in  
bookings for 2020. 
 
We also began a difficult analysis of the horsemanship ministry. It became increasingly 
evident throughout 2019 that while the ministry had a profoundly positive impact on the 
lives of those who participated, the costs were becoming too much to bear and we began 
the challenging process of incrementally decreasing expenses in an effort to prolong the 
existence of the horsemanship ministry. 
 
Despite the challenges faced, the ministry of Oceanwood emerged determined and with 
clarity. While the plans for 2020 may not have come to fruition as designed, we could 
take each lesson learned and implement them in adapting to the constant unknown this 
year has provided. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2019 
 
 We hosted our 5th Fire and Ice Camp with the Portland Fire Department Children’s 

Burn Foundation, with 31 burn survivors from all over the country. 
 We completed the third floor of Mitchell Hall room renovations, finally able to put a 

stamp of completion on that time consuming project and ordered 50 new sets of 
bunk beds to furnish the building. 

 The horsemanship ministry launched the Raise Your Hands Raise Your Heart     
fundraiser. 

 Nature’s Classroom 
had a banner year with 
the highest recorded  
revenue and most       
students attending as far 

back as our records go. 
 A neighborhood informational kiosk and food pantry 

was installed at the Equestrian Center and garnered a 
very positive response from the neighborhood. 

 An amazing accessible ramp was built at the     
Equestrian Center which was a hit with our campers 
and the community. Our relationship with the local 
schools and broader community expanded and our 
role as community resource has developed to a point 
where it is a critical contributor to the mission.  
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Saturday, August 22, 2020 
Zoom Meeting @ 9:30 a.m. 

 
The following motion was received from the floor of the 2019 Annual Gathering: 
 
Rev. Simeon Damas made a motion: 
“To audit the books of The American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts from the fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018. This audit must include the books of Oceanwood and  
Grotonwood. The firm to conduct such an audit must be selected by the Board of        
Directors of The American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts.” 
 
The motion for an audit was voted and approved at that time. 
 
At this time, there is unanimous support from the Board of Directors of TABCOM to 
rescind the motion previously adopted based on the grounds of new information and in 
light of expert opinion. 
 
The Board of Directors humbly and unanimously moves to rescind the following       
motion, adopted by the body of The American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts at the 
2019 Annual Gathering: 
“To audit the books of The American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts from the fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018. This audit must include the books of Oceanwood and  
Grotonwood. The firm to conduct such an audit must be selected by the Board of        
Directors of The American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts.” 
 
We recommend this action along with a declared intent to put forth a new motion that 
will satisfy the fiduciary responsibilities and obligations of The American Baptist 
Churches of Massachusetts, and uphold our commitment and intent to remain faithful 
stewards of this noble body and its many gifts. 
 
The new motion reads as follows: 
The Board of Directors of The American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts moves to 
conduct annual financial and procedural reviews of The American Baptist Churches of 
Massachusetts, its finances and internal controls. These reviews must include the books 
and procedures of Oceanwood and Grotonwood. The firm to conduct such reviews will 
be selected by the Board of Directors of The American Baptist Churches of              
Massachusetts. 
 
The Board of Directors of TABCOM acknowledges and appreciates the concern and 
scrutiny that has existed around the finances of TABCOM throughout its journey of 
ministry, and acknowledges that, at times in years past, a perceived lack of transparency 
and accountability have contributed to a sense of mistrust within our beloved           
community. In 2018, TABCOM began an intentional review of its finances and internal 
controls with the firm Stolberg, Ebbeling and Blanchette - specifically to address any 
inadequacies or incongruencies in our procedural and internal controls, financial        
reporting, and fiduciary well-being. Immediately upon receiving the 2019 motion, the 
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Board of Directors continued in its effort and mission to ensure the best possible      
practices and fiduciary well-being for TABCOM. We immediately sought the counsel of 
our enlisted CPA firm and consulted with other firms as well as to the possibility of a 
formal audit. Here are some findings of that counsel:: 
 
 Prior to the 2019 Annual meeting, Administration and Finance had hired Stolberg, 

Ebbeling and Blanchette, LLP, CPA firm to conduct a Financial Review, beginning 
with the last quarter of 2018. TABCOM has received the report of the Financial    
Review and has in turn made appropriate improvements to internal financial     
mechanisms as recommended. The overall conclusion was that TABCOM finances 
were in good order. 

 
 Stolberg, Ebbeling and Blanchette, LLP offered an opinion that for an organization 

the size of TABCOM an Annual Review process complies with General Accepted 
Practices. Further, they do not recommend conducting any full historic audits.      
Historically, the term “audit” encompassed a wide range of procedures and outcomes 
including what is now referred to as a review. There is now a modern distinction   
between the terms audit and review, with the term “audit” referencing a much broad-
er, more detailed, and costly investigation into a business’s or non-profit’s finances - 
generally for much larger entities. General Accepted Practices recognizes reviews as 
sufficient for organizations, businesses and non-profits of our size and composition. 

 
 The cost of a full one-year formal audit would about $60,000, with succeeding years 

rate being somewhat reduced. The total estimated cost for five years would be at 
least $250,000. The financial cost of an audit in addition to the demands of hiring 
and supporting staff for the purposes of a formal audit would be overwhelming for 
TABCOM. 
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Executive Minister, Rev. Dr . Mary Day Miller  
978-448-1445, 978- 732-9111 ▪ miller@tabcom.org  
 
TABCOM Associative Executive Minister for Church Relations, Rev. Mar lene Gil 
508-873-3206 ▪ gil@tabcom.org 
 
Director of Stewardship & Finance, Rev. Dr . John O. Page 
978-448-1218 (O), 978-302-6309 (M) ▪ jpage@tabcom.org 
 
Director of Stewardship and Finance, Mar ia Reilly Assistant 
978-448-5763, ext. 202 ▪ mariareilly@tabcom.org  
 
Friends of Regional Ministries (FORM) Director, Ed Guerard 
978-582-5518 ▪ ed48@verizon.net 
 
Director of Missions and Elder Care, Rev. Chr istine Schrade-Keddy 
508-498-5052 ▪ keddy@tabcom.org 
 
Social Media Coordinator, Min. Robyn Mars 
781-526-4241 ▪ robyn.mars@tabcom.org 
 
Grotonwood Camp & Conference Center  
167 Prescott Street, Groton, MA 01450 
978-448-5763 ▪ Fax: 978-448-0025 office@grotonwood.org ▪ www.grotonwood.org 
 
Director of Camping, Danny Ever itt 
978-448-5763, ext. 204 ▪ deveritt@grotonwood.org 
 
Grotonwood Program Director, Breeze Ever itt 
978-448-5763, ext. 206 ▪ breezee@grotonwood.org 
 
Retreats & Conferencing, Jorge Florez 
978-448-5763, ext. 201 ▪ retreats@grotonwood.org 
 
Oceanwood Camp & Conference Center 
Director of Conferencing & Finance, Kasandra Kane 
PO Box 7338, Ocean Park, ME 04063 ▪ 207-934-9655 ▪ Fax: 207-934-1586 
office@oceanwood.org ▪ www.oceanwood.org, kasandrak@oceanwood.org  
 
School of Ministry 
Min. Olga Tines, Admissions ▪ 603-566-0437 ▪ otines@gmail.com 
Rev Tony Pappas, Acting Director ▪ 508-272-8822 ▪ pappas.anthony@gmail.com 
 
TABCOM Association Resource Coordinators 
Adoniram Judson Association, Rev. David Kilpatr ick 
617-799-0705 ▪ dkilpat@umich.edu 
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Berkshire Baptist Association, The Rev. David Anderson 
413-652-4179 ▪ d_anderson@mail.com  
 
Boston South West Baptist Association, Rev. Moreen Hughes 
978-430-5355 ▪ mphug@msn.com 
 
Central Baptist Association, Rev. Valer ia Schmidt 
717-860-8873 ▪ trinitypastorvaleria@gmail.com 
 
Merrimack Valley Baptist Association, Rev. J im Leavitt 
508-954-8034 ▪ pastorjimleavitt@gmail.com 
 
Old Colony Baptist Association, Rev. Mar lene Gil 
508-873-3206 ▪ marlene@oldcolonybaptist.org 
 
Pioneer Valley Baptist Association, Rev. Theresa Temple 
860-978-5595 ▪ revtheresa777@gmail.com 
 
Samuel Stillman Association, Rev. Dr . Loretta Saint-Louis 
617-835-6767 ▪ lstlouis08@gmail.com 
 
TABCOM Liaisons 
Asian: Rev. Tali Jamir  ▪ 617-244-5204 ▪ tali_jamir@yahoo.com 
Haitian: Veronique Lapaix ▪ 781-346-3487 ▪ velapaix@gmail.com 
Native American: Rev. Leo Chr istian ▪ 508-221-4231 ▪ oldcolonypastor@gmail.com 
Portuguese: Rev. Dalton Said ▪ 508-991-8127 ▪ daltonhsaid@msn.com 
 
AB Women of Massachusetts 
President, Bonnie Sestito 
9 Teel Street Place, Arlington, MA 02474 ▪ 781-641-1095 ▪ bfs35@hotmail.com  
Treasurer, Frances Glenn-Chalmers 
141 Lester Road, Brockton, MA 02302 ▪ 617-680-5707 ▪ franvirginiaa@gmail.com 
 
ABC of Rhode Island (ABCORI) 
Interim Executive Minister, Rev. Doug Harr is 
54 Exeter Road, Exeter, RI 02822 
800-294-6318 ▪ harris@abcori.org, info@abcori.org ▪ Web: www.abcori.org 
 
Center for Career Development & Ministry 
Executive Director, Rev. Margaret Lewis ▪ exec@ccdmin.org 
121 Manchester Street (First Baptist Church) Nashua NH 03064 
603-943-7611▪ info@ccdmin.org ▪ www.ccdmin.org 
 
Conference of Baptist Ministers in Massachusetts  
President, Rev. Cheryl Harr is 
www.conferenceofbaptistministers.com ▪info@conferenceofbaptistministers.com 
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Deaf & Hard of Hearing Ministries  
Director, Anne Freeman 
101 Pleasantview Street, Roslindale, MA 02131 
617-325-3809 ▪ 617-447-5477 ▪ annefreeman14@gmail.com  
 
Greater Boston International Student Ministry 
International Student Minister, Rev. Isaac Seelam 
857-231-2023 ▪ www.gbism.org ▪ isaacseelam@gbism.org 
 
MA Baptist Charitable Society 
Executive Secretary, Wendy Maxfield 
978-501-1310 ▪ massbaptistcharitable@gmail.com  
Treasurer, Doug Tatreau 
781-664-4266 ▪ dtatreau@comcast.net ▪ www.massbaptistcharitable.org 
 
MASS Baptist Investment Trust (MABIT) 
David Lambert, lambert@mit.edu 
 
MA Baptist Multicultural Ministries (MBMM)  
Executive Director, Rev. Mar  Imsong 
1580 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington, MA 02420 
781-457-8058 ▪ mar@mbmm.org 
Administrative Assistant, Melinda Picone Par ry 
781-457-8058 ▪ mbmm@mbmm.org ▪ www.mbmm.org  
 
MA Council of Churches 
Executive Director, Rev. Laura Everett 
138 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 02111 ▪ 617-523-2771 
council@masscouncilofchurches.org ▪ www.masscouncilofchurches.org 
 
Ministers and Missionaries Benefits Board (MMBB) 
Retirement Benefits Consultant, Rev. Mir iam Chacon-Peralta 
Miriam.chacon-peralta@mmbb.org ▪ 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1700, NY, NY 10115 
800-986-6222 ▪ www.mmbb.org 
 
Northern Baptist Education Society 
Executive Secretary, Rev. Roger  Spinney 
PO Box 2787, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 508-693-2163 ▪ rspin6477@aol.com  
Treasurer, Doug Tatreau 
781-664-4266 ▪ dtatreau@comcast.net northernbaptisteducation.org 
 
Refugee Immigration Ministries (RIM) 
Executive Director, Ruth Bersin 
6 Pleasant Street, Suite 612, Malden, MA 02148 781-322-1011 ▪ ruth@verizon.net 
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Grotonwood 
Camp & Conference Center 

167 Prescott Street 
Groton, MA 01450 
Tel (978) 448-5763 
Fax (978) 448-0025 

Email office@grotonwood.org 
URL www.grotonwood.org 

The American Baptist Churches 
Of Massachusetts 
189 Prescott Street 
Groton, MA 01450 
Tel (978) 448-1445 
Fax (978) 448-0025 

Email tabcom@tabcom.org 
URL www.tabcom.org 

Oceanwood 
Camp & Conference Center 

17 Royal Street (PO Box 7338) 
Ocean Park, ME 04063 

Tel (207) 934-9655 
Fax (207) 934-1586 

Email office@oceanwood.org 
URL www.oceanwood.org  

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF MASSACHUSETTS  
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TABCOM VIRTUAL MISSIONWORKS 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 17, 2020 


